APPENDICES
schools, methods instructors, etc. As a result of considerable and
lengthy effort, the institute has now drawn up a syllabus for a ten-
year school for national minorities. It contains nineteen subjects
divided into groups as follows, with the percentage of time to be
spent on each group: native language and literature, 15-3 per cent;
social science, 14-8 per cent; natural science, 17-8 per cent; poly-
technisation, 16-5 per cent; art, 5-6 per cent; mathematics, 17-8 per
cent; foreign languages, 7 per cent; physical culture, 5-2 per cent. The
apparently small percentage of time allowed to art is somewhat
deceptive. The out-of-school activities, which are part of the educa-
tional system, provide ample facilities for art work, as I show in
Chapter VI.
I have so far said nothing about the Ukraine, a most important
Union Republic. Under the Tsarist regime it suffered with the other
non-Russian regions in being prohibited the use of its language in
education. In spite of that, it was by far the most advanced of the
non-Russian States. Kiev University was world-famous. Literacy,
however, was limited to about 13 per cent of the population. The
Ukraine went through many vicissitudes before it finally joined the
Union. At first its system of education differed in certain, respects
from that of the rest of the Union. In 1932 it adopted the same
system. It is now in the forefront of educational achievement.
Illiteracy has been eliminated up to the age of sixty. All children
between the ages of eight and fifteen are at school, and it is hoped
that by 1937 the school age for all children win be raised to eighteen.
Pre-school education is making great strides. The Ukraine has a very
fine Academy of Science, which is responsible for much important
scientific research. The capital has been moved back to Kiev, which
should give a great impetus to the educational activities of that
city.
The Ukraine has its own national problems. It has Russians, Jews,
Poles, Czechs, Bulgarians, and Greeks, all in more or less compact
groups, some large, others quite small, each of which requires special
educational facilities, The largest minority is formed by the Jews,
of whom there are nearly two million.
All Jewish schools use the Yiddish language. The question of
Yiddish versus Hebrew has been definitely settled in favour of the
former. The education authorities claim that the language of the
people is Yiddish and not Hebrew, which was only known to any
extent by the male population, and was never used in daily life.
They consider that it would have been very wrong to take away the
mother tongue and substitute for it an ancient, almost dead language.